Resources from the 2019 ECMN Convention
Engaging God’s Mission of Beloved Community: Living the Way of Love

LEADER GUIDE
At the 2019 Episcopal Church in Minnesota Convention, delegates and guests worked
together to flesh out their understanding of The Way of Love and Beloved Community, as
they connected the dots between those concepts. In this document you’ll find resources to
walk, on your own or with a group, through those videos and reflection questions. We hope
this resource is a blessing to you and your faith community!
Structure:
• Four sessions, each with a
o Video
o Reflection Questions
o Now Try This – a series of suggestions you can offer to your group. Choose
your own adventure!
What you need:
• This document
• A copy of the participant guide (can be found at
creatingbelovedcommunity.org/resources/
• The videos at creatingbelovedcommunity.org/resources/ and a way to play them
with audio
Before you begin, consider:
• Is the space accessible? Can people see, hear, and move safely?
• How will food and hospitality be shared?
• How will you ask people to introduce themselves?
• How will you create shared expectations about process and participation in the
group?
• What cultural experiences and assumptions reflected in these materials align with
your participants’ lives? Where do they differ? What particular perspectives do your
participants bring because of those differences, and how can you raise those up?
• How will you explicitly invite people to be aware of God’s movement in your time
together? An opening prayer, a time of silence, Compline, other forms of prayer? At
the beginning, the end, something else?

Part I, Session I
Why are we talking about practice? What are Christian practices?
Watch the Video
https://creatingbelovedcommunity.org/resources/
Reflect
•
•

Consider your daily routines. What practices shape your typical day? How does that
practice shape you?
Look at the Christian practices presented by Dorothy Bass, Brian McLaren, and others.
Pick your top three. Why those three? And is there any consensus in your group?

Now Try This
•

•

•

•

•

Skim the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John). Pay particular attention to the
verbs. What practices do you see emphasized by Jesus? What practices do you see
his followers trying?
Look again at the different ways people have understood Christian practices. Are
there some you’ve never tried? Why not? What would it look like to try out that
practice, on your own or together?
If a stranger were to show up at your faith community, what do you think they’d notice
you practicing – what behaviors mark your community? What’s your intention with
those behaviors? Do you think your neighbors interpret the same intention?
Ask your group to take a few minutes and explore familiar websites or magazines.
Where do they find the ideology of ‘You 2.0?’ Are there similar articles and life hacks
that have added real value to their lives? How do you distinguish between the ‘good
news’ rooted in ‘shame, anxiety, individualism, and consumerism’ and the Good News
of Jesus Christ?
Our neighbors who identify as Muslim or Buddhist might have some things to teach us
about faith practice. How might you take next steps in learning from them?

Part I, Session II
Practice, Episcopal Style

Watch the Video
https://creatingbelovedcommunity.org/resources/
Reflect
•
•

What practices already ground you? What Christian practices might you like to try on?
Is there one that scares you?
How do you see your faith community inviting people into Christian practice already?
How could you imagine amplifying that?

Now Try This
•

•

•

•

“These five questions, part of the Baptismal Covenant, are the Episcopal Church’s
version of a blueprint for the Christian life, a blueprint that is infinitely interpretable
according to any one person’s gifts and context.” Look at pp. 304 – 305 of the Book of
Common Prayer. How is this Covenant already a blueprint for your life? How would
you connect the seven practices of the Way of Love with the questions in the
Baptismal Covenant?
We can look at Eucharist as a kind of practice, too. Walk through the different actions
in the Eucharist liturgy with your group: Gather, Praise, Hear and Tell the Story, Pray,
Confess, Proclaim Faith, Share Peace, Be Fed at God’s Table, Give Thanks, Be Sent
Out for Mission. How does your faith community’s practice of Eucharist offer a trellis
for your community’s life together?
“We live in a post-Christendom world, in which far more of our neighbors either have
never been exposed to the story of Jesus, or they have left the faith because it has
failed to articulate that story in a way that was Good News.” Imagine a co-worker or
neighbor says to you, “You go to church. Why? What’s so great about a story where
the main character gets executed by the state? What about this faith is good news to
you?” How would you respond?
How can you remind yourself of the seven practices of the Way of Love in your daily
life? Where could you post that list so that you’d see it? And if a neighbor or co-worker
saw the list, how would you explain it to them?

Part II, Session I
What do we mean by Beloved Community?
Watch the Video
https://creatingbelovedcommunity.org/resources/
Reflect
•
•
•
•
•

What’s your image/idea of the Kingdom of God? Has it changed since childhood?
What did you hear were the key aspects of Beloved Community?
When have you experienced a glimpse of Beloved Community?
How is the idea of Beloved Community challenging to you, personally?
How is the idea of Beloved Community challenging to our collective way of living?

Now Try This
•
•

•

•

Read Luke 4:16-21. Is this Jesus’ mission statement? How does this statement align
with your faith community’s relationships in your neighborhood?
“The Beloved Community is simply this, and this is my own definition: the community of
people whose lives have been so shaped by the hope of the Kingdom of God, that they
have begun walking in that direction. The Beloved Community is not necessarily the
Kingdom of God, though we can experience bits of the Kingdom in and through it. The
Beloved Community are those are committed to living as if the Kingdom of God were
here and now.” How are you joining in already? And how might you want to take next
steps?
“The Church doesn’t have a mission. The mission is God’s and God’s mission has a
Church. That mission is reconciliation.” What does it matter if the mission belongs to
God or to the church?
Read more about Dr. King’s vision at thekingcenter.org/king-philosophy/ . How have
you seen Christians embrace these ideas, or not? What of this is inspiring to you? How
might you take next steps?

Part II, Session II
The Way of Love is the HOW of Beloved Community
Watch the Video
https://creatingbelovedcommunity.org/resources/
Reflect
•
•
•

Using the participant handout, look at the page that lists the seven practices of the
Way of Love.
Think about the routines and routes of your daily life. What simple steps might open
you up to experiencing Beloved Community through those practices?
Who might you reflect with about these experiences?

Now Try This
•

•

•

What other historical examples of ‘practicing the world we want into being’ can you
think of besides those that Marcus listed? Consider your own family history, your
mentors, and members of your faith community. Look at the profiles at
holywomenholymen.wordpress.com. Create your own ongoing scrapbook of saints –
people and communities who have lived into the Beloved Community they longed to
see.
“We build the Beloved Community through Practice. If we want love in the world, we
have to build loving communities. If we want justice in the world, we have to build just
communities. If want reconciliation, we have to build reconciling communities. If we
want mercy, joy, and peace, we should get serious about building merciful, joyful, and
peaceful communities.”
o What kind of qualities do you most long to see in our society?
o What steps can you take to reflect those qualities in your household and faith
community?
“We are free to live in God’s Kingdom because we have already died in Christ.
Whatever was separating us from the fullness of the love of God has died and we are
free to be bearers of that love into the world.” Talk together about events in the local
news of the past month in your city, town, or neighborhood. What barriers to Beloved
Community do you see around you? What could you try to challenge that barrier?

Keep Learning Together
These resources can help frame further learning for you, individually or in groups.
Welcoming Justice: God’s Movement Toward Beloved Community by Charles
Marsh and John Perkins.
These two writers alternate chapters in addressing how the followers of Jesus can be
agents of reconciliation. Includes discussion questions for each chapter.
CreatingBelovedCommunity.org lists all kinds of resources, programs, and next
steps for ECMN faith communities.
There are resources to help you learn more about Beloved Community, the Way of
Love, or dive into action.

